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Curriculum Vitae 
Dena C. Carson 
Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs  
801 W Michigan St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5152 
Phone: (317) 274-8707 
Email: carsond@iupui.edu 

EDUCATION 

• Ph.D. 2011 Criminology & Criminal Justice, University of Missouri-St. Louis, St. Louis, MO
Dissertation Title: Examining the Relationship between Changes in the Peer Group and
Attitudes: A Longitudinal Study. Committee: Finn-Aage Esbensen (chair), Janet Lauritsen, Lee
Ann Slocum, and Jean Marie McGloin

• M.A. 2007 Criminology, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL.
Thesis Title: Using Agnew’s General Strain Theory to Explain the Relationship Between Early
Victimization and Deviant Behavior. Co-Major Professors: Christopher J. Sullivan and John K.
Cochran

• B.S. 2003 Chemistry, Pittsburg State University, Pittsburg, KS.

AREAS OF INTEREST 

Gangs, Delinquent Peer Groups, School Violence, and Victimization 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

2014-Present Assistant Professor, Paul H. O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs, 
Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis. 

2012-2014 Project Director, A Multi-method, Multi-site Study of Gang Desistance. Funded by the 
National Institute of Justice, $501,388. Principal Investigator: Finn-Aage Esbensen. 

2011-2014 Assistant Research Professor, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 
University of Missouri-St. Louis. 

2009-2011 Site Coordinator, Process and Outcome Evaluation of the Gang Resistance Education 
and Training (G.R.E.A.T.) program. Funded by the National Institute of Justice, 
$2,497,585. Principal Investigator: Finn-Aage Esbensen. 

2007-2011 Graduate Research Assistant, University of Missouri-St. Louis. 

2005-2007 Graduate Research Assistant, University of South Florida. National Evaluation of 
Youth Crime Watch, Tampa Bay Florida Area. Funded by the U.S. Department of Justice 
awarded to Abt Associates. Grant subcontracted to University of South Florida. Principal 
Investigator: Kim M. Lersch. 
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REFEREED JOURNAL ARTICLES 

Carson, Dena C. and James V. Ray. 2019. Do psychopathic traits distinguish between trajectories of 
gang membership? Criminal Justice and Behavior 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2019. Gangs in school: Exploring the experiences of gang 
involved youth. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice 17:3-23. 
 
Grommon, Eric, Dena C. Carson, and Lauren Kenney. 2018. An experimental trial of a dog-training 
program in a juvenile detention center. Journal of Experimental Criminology DOI: 10.1007/s11292-018-
9346-2 
 
Carson, Dena C. 2018. Examining racial and ethnic variations in reasons for leaving a youth gang. 
Journal of Developmental and Life Course Criminology 4:449-472. 
 
Peterson, Dana, Dena C. Carson, and Eric Fowler. 2018. What’s sex (composition) got to do with it? The 
importance of sex composition of gangs for female and male members’ offending and victimization. 
Justice Quarterly, 35:941-976. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Chris Melde, Stephanie A. Wiley, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2017. School transitions as 
a turning point for gang status. Journal of Crime & Justice 40:396-416. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Stephanie A. Wiley, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2017. Differentiating between 
delinquent groups and gangs: Moving beyond offending consequences. Journal of Crime & Justice 
40:297-315. 
 
Wiley, Stephanie A. Dena C. Carson, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2017. Arrest and the amplification of 
deviance: Does gang membership moderate the relationship? Justice Quarterly 34:788-817. 
 
Vogel, Matt, Chris Rees, Tim McCuddy, and Dena C. Carson. 2015.  The highs that bind:  School 
context, social status, and marijuana use.  Journal of Youth and Adolescence 44:1153-1164. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Dana Peterson, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2014. Youth gang desistance: An 
examination of the effect of different operational definitions of desistance on the motivations, methods, 
and consequences associated with leaving the gang. Criminal Justice Review 38:510-534. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2014. The Mediating Effects of Delinquent Attitudes on 
Race, Race Heterogeneity, and Violent Offending. Journal of Crime & Justice 37:23-41. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage, Dana Peterson, Terrance J. Taylor, D. Wayne Osgood, and Dena C. Carson. 2013. 
Short- and long-term outcome results from a multisite evaluation of the G.R.E.A.T. program. Criminology 
& Public Policy 12:375-411. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Terrance J. Taylor. 2013. A Longitudinal Analysis of the 
Relationship between School Victimization and Student Mobility. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice 
11:275-294. 
 
Carson, Dena C. 2013. Perceptions of Prosocial and Delinquent Peer Behavior and the Effect on 
Delinquent Attitudes: A Longitudinal Study. Journal of Criminal Justice 41:151-161. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage and Dena C. Carson. 2012. Who are the Gangsters? An Examination of the Age, 
Race/ethnicity, Sex, and Immigration Status of Self-reported Gang Members in a Seven City Study of 
American Youth. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 28:465-481. 
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Reprinted in The Modern Gang Reader, Fourth Edition, edited by Cheryl L. Maxson, Arlen 
Egley, Jr., Jody Miller, and Malcolm W. Klein. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 2013 

 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage, Dana Peterson, Terrance J. Taylor, Adrienne Freng, D. Wayne Osgood, Dena C. 
Carson, and Kristy N. Matsuda. 2011. Evaluation and Evolution of the Gang Resistance Education and 
Training (G.R.E.A.T.) Program. Journal of School Violence 10:53-70. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage and Dena C. Carson. 2009. Consequences of Being Bullied: Results from a 
Longitudinal Assessment of Bullying Victimization in a Multisite Sample of American Students. Youth & 
Society 41:209-33. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Christopher J. Sullivan, John K. Cochran, and Kim M. Lersch. 2009. General Strain 
Theory and the Relationship between Early Victimization and Drug Use. Deviant Behavior 30:54-88. 
 

BOOK CHAPTERS 

Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2017. “Prevalence, Risk Factors, and Pathways to Gang 
Violence.” In Peter Sturmey (ed). The Wiley Handbook of Violence and Aggression. Volume 3 Societal 
Interventions. New York: Wiley. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. 2016. “Motivations for Leaving: A Qualitative Comparison of 
Leaving Processes across Gang Definitions.” In Cheryl L. Maxson and Finn-Aage Esbensen (eds). Gang 
Transitions and Transformations in an International Context. New York: Springer. 
 
Melde, Chris, Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dena C. Carson. 2016. “Gang Membership and Involvement in 
Violence among U.S. Adolescents: A Test of Construct Validity.” In Cheryl L. Maxson and Finn-Aage 
Esbensen (eds). Gang Transitions and Transformations in an International Context. New York: 
Springer. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and J. Michael Vecchio. 2015. “Leaving the Gang: A Review and Thoughts on Future 
Research” In Scott H. Decker and David C. Pyrooz (eds). Handbook of Gangs and Gang Responses. New 
York: Wiley. 
 
Peterson, Dana and Dena C. Carson. 2012. “Group Sex Composition and Youths’ Delinquency: A 
Comparison of Gang and Non-gang Peer Groups.” In Finn-Aage Esbensen and Cheryl L. Maxson (eds). 
Youth Gangs in International Perspective: Tales from the Eurogang Program of Research. New York: 
Springer. 
 
Matsuda, Kristy N., Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dena C. Carson. 2012. “Putting the ‘Gang’ in ‘Eurogang’: 
Characteristics of Delinquent Youth Groups by Definitional Approaches.” In Finn-Aage Esbensen and 
Cheryl L. Maxson (eds). Youth Gangs in International Perspective: Tales from the Eurogang Program of 
Research. New York: Springer. 
 
Lauritsen, Janet L. and Dena C. Carson. 2010. "The President's Task Force on Victims of Crime," In 
Bonnie S. Fisher and Steven P. Lab (eds). The Encyclopedia on Victimology and Crime Prevention, 
Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
 
TECHNICAL REPORTS 
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Carson, Dena C. 2018. Quasi-Experimental Evaluation of the “This is (Not) About Drugs” (TINAD) 
Program. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage and Dena C. Carson. 2016. A Multi-Method, Multi-Site Study of Gang Desistance.  
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage, D. Wayne Osgood, Dana Peterson, Terrance J. Taylor, and Dena C. Carson. 2013. 
National Evaluation of the Gang Resistance Education and Training Program (G.R.E.A.T.): Short and 
Long Term Outcome Results from a Multi-site Evaluation of the G.R.E.A.T. Program. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Finn-Aage Esbensen, Terrance J. Taylor, and Dana Peterson. 2008. National 
Evaluation of the Gang Resistance Education and Training Program (G.R.E.A.T.): Results From the 
Surveys and Interviews with G.R.E.A.T.-trained Officers. 
 
OTHER SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTIONS 

Carson, Dena C. “Crime and Delinquency Prevention.” Oxford Bibliographies Online. 
www.oxfordbibliographies.com 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Presentations 
 
Carson, Dena C. “Exploring Gang Desistance: A Mixed-Methods Study.” Invited presentation at the 
International Criminology Symposium, March 2014. Istanbul, Turkey. 
 
Conference Presentations 
 
Dena C. Carson, Dana Peterson, Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Similarity or Masked Differences? Investigating 
Gang-Leaving Motivations across Females and Males to Better Inform Intervention Practice” Eurogang 
Program of Research Meeting, June 2019. Canterbury, England. 
 
Freng, Adrienne and Dena C. Carson. “Marginalized: How gender and racial/ethnic membership 
further marginalize gang members. Presented at the Annual Meetings of the Western Society of 
Criminology, February 2019. Honolulu, HI.  
 
Dena C. Carson, Dana Peterson, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Gendered desistance processes: A 
qualitative examination of young women’s experiences leaving a youth gang.” Presented at the Annual 
Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2018. Atlanta, GA. 
 
Dena C. Carson. “Disentangling the relationship between school climate and gangs in the school.” 
Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2017. Philadelphia, 
PA.  
 
Dena C. Carson. “Race differences in motivations for gang desistance: A mixed-methods approach.” 
Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2016. New Orleans, 
LA.  
 
Dena C. Carson and Kristina K. Childs. “Exploring the impact of school climate on the relationship 
between gangs and school-based victimization.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the Midwest 
Criminal Justice Association, September 2016, Chicago, IL. 
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Dena C. Carson and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Gang Resistance Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.): A 
universal gang prevention program” Eurogang Program of Research Meeting, June 2016. Gothenburg, 
Sweden. 
 
Wiley, Stephanie A., Dena C. Carson, Finn-Aage Esbensen. “The transition from middle to high school: 
Exploring changes in delinquent peers.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the Western Society of 
Criminology, February 2016. Vancouver, BC, Canada. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Chris Melde, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “They Aren’t Always Who We Thought They 
Were:  Retrospective Reinterpretation of Gang Status.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American 
Society of Criminology, November 2015. Washington, DC. 
 
Wiley, Stephanie A., Dena C. Carson, Finn-Aage Esbensen. “An Exploration of Gang Membership over 
Time.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2015. 
Washington, DC. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “A Qualitative Analysis of Gang Joining Processes.” 
Presented at the Annual Meetings of the Midwest Criminal Justice Association, September 2015. Chicago, 
IL. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “The Effect of Gangs on the School Experience:  An 
Examination of Student’s Perceptions.”  Eurogang Program of Research Meeting, June 2015.  Blaubeuren, 
Germany. 
 
Freng, Adrienne, Dena C. Carson, Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Terrance J. Taylor. “R.E.S.P.E.C.T.: ‘Code 
of the Street’ and Gang Membership.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the Western Society of 
Criminology, February 2015. Phoenix, AZ. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen.  “Shared Endings?  Comparing the Group Desistance 
Processes of Gang and Non-Gang Youth.”  Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of 
Criminology, November 2014. San Francisco, CA. 
 
Melde, Christopher, Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dena C. Carson. “Gender and Peer Influence: A Multi-
method Examination of the Influence of Gender on the Consequences of Gang and Delinquent Peer Group 
Membership.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2014. 
San Francisco, CA. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage, Dena C. Carson, J. Michael Vecchio and Dana Peterson.  “The Desistance Study.” 
Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2014. San 
Francisco, CA. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “‘Just Keep Your Head Down’:  Examining Student 
Perceptions of Gangs in their School.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the Midwest Criminal Justice 
Association, September 2014. Chicago, IL. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Motivations for Leaving: A Comparison of Leaving 
Processes across Gang Definitions.” Eurogang Program of Research Meeting, June 2014. Stavern, 
Norway. 
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Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Comparing Youth in Violent Gangs to Youth in Violent and 
Delinquent Peer Groups: A Propensity Score Approach.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the Western 
Society of Criminology, February 2014. Honolulu, HI. 
 
Wiley, Stephanie A., Dena C. Carson, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Police Contact and the Amplification of 
Deviance: Does Gang Membership Moderate the Relationship?” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the 
Western Society of Criminology, February 2014. Honolulu, HI. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dana Peterson. “Reasons for Gang Desistance: A Mixed 
Method Approach.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 
2013. Atlanta, GA. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage and Dena C. Carson. “Mixed Methods Assessment of Self-Reported Gang 
Membership.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2013. 
Atlanta, GA. 
 
Melde, Chris, Finn-Aage Esbensen, Dena C. Carson. “Getting Back to (non)Normal.” Presented at the 
Annual Meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2013. Atlanta, GA. 
 
Trujillo, Saundra, Dena C. Carson, Terrance J. Taylor, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Street-Code and 
Victimization Risk across Neighborhoods.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Society of 
Criminology, November 2013. Atlanta, GA. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dana Peterson. “A Mixed-Methods Investigation of the 
Motives, Methods, and Consequences of Gang Desistance.” Presented at the Annual Meetings of the 
European Society of Criminology, September 2013. Budapest, Hungary. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dana Peterson. “A Multi-Method Exploration of Gang 
Desistance.” Eurogang Program of Research Meeting, June 2013. Canterbury, England. 
 
Melde, Chris, Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dena C. Carson. “Gang Membership and Involvement 
in Violence among U.S. Adolescents: A Test of Construct Validity.” Eurogang Program of 
Research Meeting, June 2013. Canterbury, Kent. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “A Multi-Method, Multi-Site Study of Gang 
Desistance: Some Preliminary Findings.” Annual meetings of the Western Society of 
Criminology, February, 2013. Berkeley, CA. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Youth Gang and Non-Gang Delinquent Peer 
Groups: What’s the Difference?” Annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, 
November, 2012. Chicago, IL. 
 
Taylor, Terrance J., Dena C. Carson, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Do Social Skills Mediate the 
Self-Control-Violence Relationship.” Annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, 
November, 2012. Chicago, IL. 
 
Freng, Adrienne, Dena C. Carson, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “The Racial/Ethnic Composition 
of Gangs.” Annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November, 2012. 
Chicago, IL. 
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Peterson, Dana, Dena C. Carson, and Eric Fowler. “Sex Composition of Gangs and Members’ 
Victimization.” Annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November, 2012. 
Chicago, IL. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage and Dena C. Carson. “Who are the Gangsters? An Examination of the 
Age, Race/ethnicity, Sex, and Immigration Status of Self-reported Gang Members in a Seven 
City Study of American Youth.” Annual meetings of the European Society of Criminology, 
September, 2012. Bilbao, Spain. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “A Longitudinal Analysis of In-School 
Victimization as a Risk Factor for School Mobility.” Annual meetings of the Western Society of 
Criminology, February 2012. Newport Beach, CA. 
 
Carson, Dena C. “Examining the Effect of Peers on Changes in Delinquent Attitudes: 
A Longitudinal Study.” Annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 
2011. Washington, DC. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage and Dena C. Carson. “A Multi-Method Study of Gang Desistance.” 
Eurogang Program of Research Meeting, September 2011. Hillerød, Denmark. 
 
Carson, Dena C. and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Differentiating Between Delinquent Groups and 
Gangs: Moving Beyond Offending.” Annual meetings of the Western Society of Criminology, 
February 2011. Vancouver, BC. 
 
Carson, Dena C. “Changes in Youth Offending: An Examination of the Interdependence of 
Self-control and Social bonds.” Annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, 
November 2010. San Francisco, CA. 
 
Peterson, Dana, Dena C. Carson, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “Sex Composition of Gangs and Youth Gang 
Member Delinquency: An Examination of Selection and Social Facilitation Using the Eurogang 
Definition.” Eurogang Program of Research Meeting, Neustadt an der Weinstrasse, Germany. June 2010. 
 
Matsuda, Kristy N., Finn-Aage Esbensen, and Dena C. Carson. “Putting the ‘Gang’ in ‘Eurogang’: 
Characteristics of Delinquent Youth Groups by Definitional Approaches.” Eurogang Program of Research 
Meeting, Neustadt an der Weinstrasse, Germany. June 2010. 
 
Carson, Dena C. “The Moderating Effects of Race on the Relationship between Delinquent Attitudes 
and Delinquency.” Annual meetings of the Western Society of Criminology, February 2010. Honolulu, HI. 
Carson, Dena C. “The Influence of Peer Group Composition on Delinquent Beliefs.” Annual meetings of 
the American Society of Criminology, November 2009. Philadelphia, PA. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage and Dena C. Carson. “Consequences of Being Bullied.” Annual meetings of the 
Western Society of Criminology, February 2009. San Diego, CA. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage, Terrance J. Taylor, Dana Peterson, Chris Melde, Bradley T. Brick, and Dena C. 
Carson. “Dueling Banjos: Does Gang Definition Really Matter?” Annual meetings of the American 
Society of Criminology, November 2008. St. Louis, MO. 
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Carson, Dena C., Terrance J. Taylor, and Dana Peterson. “Alternative Measures of Program 
Implementation.” Annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, November 2008. St. Louis, 
MO. 
 
Esbensen, Finn-Aage, Bradley T. Brick, Chris Melde, Terrance J. Taylor, Dana Peterson, and Dena C. 
Carson. “An Empirical Assessment of the Eurogang Funneling Approach to Establish Gang 
Membership.” Annual meetings of the European Society of Criminology, September 2008. Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Terrance J. Taylor, and Finn-Aage Esbensen. “An examination of officer attitudes 
about a school-based community-oriented policing strategy.” Annual meetings of the Western Society of 
Criminology, February 2008. Sacramento, CA. 
 
Carson, Dena C., Christopher J. Sullivan, John C. Cochran, and Kim M. Lersch. “General strain theory 
and the relationship between early victimization and drug use.” Annual meetings of the American Society 
of Criminology, November 2007. Atlanta, GA. 
 
Carson, Dena C., and Christopher J. Sullivan. (poster). “Using general strain theory to examine the 
relationship between early physical assault, binge drinking and drug use.” Annual meetings of the 
American Society of Criminology, November 2006. Los Angeles, CA. 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Courses Taught  
Foundations of Criminal Justice Policies (SPEA J201), Indiana University Purdue University 
Indianapolis, Fall and Spring: 2017- 2018, 2018-2019. 
Juvenile Justice (SPEA J305), Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis, Spring 2016, 
2017, 2019. 
Criminal Justice Data Methods and Resources (SPEA J202), Indiana University Purdue 
University Indianapolis, Fall and Spring: 2014-2015; 2015-2016, Fall 2017, 2019. 
Theories of Crime (CRIM 1100), University of Missouri-St. Louis, Spring 2014 
Research Methods in Criminology and Criminal Justice (CRIM 2210), University of Missouri-St. 
Louis, Spring 2013. 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency (CRIM 3270), University of Missouri-St. Louis, Summer 2008, 
Summer 2009. 
 

Guest Lecturer in Graduate Seminars 
G.R.E.A.T.-Gangs and Juvenile Crime Prevention in Criminal Justice Process & Policy (CRIM 
6450), University of Missouri-St. Louis, Fall 2012. 

Peers, Socialization, and Social Learning Theory in Juvenile Delinquency (CRIM 6441), 
University of Missouri-St. Louis, Spring 2011. 

Dissertation Committees  
Member: Sara Bryson, University of Central Florida (2019) 
Member: J. Michael Vecchio, University of Missouri-St. Louis (2014) 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Eurogang Workshops 
• Canterbury, England, June 2019 
• Almen, The Netherlands, June 2018 
• East Lansing, Michigan, USA, June 2017 
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• Gothenburg, Sweden, June 2016 
• Blaubeuren, Germany, June 2015 
• Stavern, Norway, June 2014 
• Canterbury, England, June 2013 
• Stockholm, Sweden, May 2012 
• Hillerød, Denmark, September 2011 
• Neustadt an der Weinstrasse, Germany, June 2010 

 
Hierarchical Linear Modeling Workshop, Chicago, IL, June 2010. Instructors: Stephan Raudenbush and 
Anthony S. Bryk. 
 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 

• IUPUI Trustee’s Teaching Award (Spring 2019) 
• The Tory J. Caeti Young Scholar Memorial Award (Spring 2019). 
• IUPUI Arts and Humanities Institute (IAHAI) Small Travel Grant for Conferences and 

Exhibitions (Summer 2018) 
• James L. Maddex, Jr., Criminal Justice Review, Paper of the Year Award: “Youth gang desistance: 

An examination of the effect of different operational definitions of desistance on the motivations, 
methods, and consequences associated with leaving the gang.” (Spring 2014) 

• Co-Third Prize, American Society of Criminology Gene Carte Student Paper Competition: 
“Examining the Effect of Peers on Changes in Delinquent Attitudes: A Longitudinal Study” (Fall 
2011). 

• University of Missouri-St. Louis Graduate School Dissertation Award (Fall 2010). 
• Travel award from the University of Missouri-St. Louis International Studies Department as well 

as from Des Lee Collaborative Vision to participate in a study abroad program in Germany 
(Summer 2009). 

• Scholarship from the Des Lee Collaborative Vision (Spring 2009). 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

• Manuscript Referee: Criminology, Journal of Quantitative Criminology, Justice Quarterly, 
Journal of Research in Crime & Delinquency, Crime & Delinquency, Criminal Justice Behavior, 
Criminal Justice Review, Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, Journal of Crime & 
Justice, Youth & Society, Journal of Interpersonal Violence 

• Editorial Board, Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice (2014-present) 
• Program Committee, ASC Developmental and Life Course Division (2018) 
• Student Affairs Committee, American Society of Criminology (2014-2015) 
• Proposal Reviewer, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (2017, 2018) 
• Proposal Reviewer, National Institute of Justice (2014, 2015, 2017) 
• Counselor-at-large. Western Society of Criminology (2013-2014). 
• Counselor-at-large (student representative). Western Society of Criminology (2009-2010). 
• Program Committee. Western Society of Criminology (2009-2010). 

 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

• American Society of Criminology  
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• Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences  
• Midwest Criminal Justice Association 
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